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Office Action Summary 



Application No. Applicant(s) 



09/852,974 



Art Unit 

2859 

.. YfjQ MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover she t with th correspondence addr ss 



Examiner 

Mirellys Jagan 



TORR. ALAN 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the Deriod for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

. If NO IZVZZ^i is%pecif.ed above, the maximum' statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the rna .ng date of thi^ communication, 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply wrill, by statute, cause the application to become /^ANDONED (35 U S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

I) 13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 18 October 2002 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)[3 This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) tZZ is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 13 Claim(s) 1.2.4-6.8-11. 13-16. 19 and 21 is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 3.7.12.17.18.20 and 22 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)13 The drawing(s) filed on 10 May 2001 is/are: a)n accepted or b)l3 objected to by the Examiner 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

II) 0 The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)n approved b)n disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) 3 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)3AII b)n Some* 0)0 None of: 

1 .3 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

applicafion from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 

Attachment(s) 

1) 3 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). . 

2) □ Notice of Drafts person's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1 449) Paper No(s) . 6) □ Other: 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTO-326(Rev. 04-01) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No. 10 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Drawings 



1 , The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a), The drawings must show every 
feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the coupler being fastened to the 
stator by being clamped against a circumferential face of the stationary object [instead of being 
fastened to the stator by screws] (claims 3, 7, and 12), and the coupler being fastened to the 
stationary object so as to seat the stator on the coupler such that the contact face of the coupler 
engages the contact face of the stator to fasten the stator to the coupler (claims 17, 18, and 22) 
must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

A proposed drawing correction or corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office 
action to avoid abandonment of the appUcation. The objection to the drawings will not be held 
in abeyance. 



The coupler of claim 3 appears to correspond to the embodiment shown in figures 5-6, 
wherein the coupler seats the stator in the stationary object by clamping against a circumferential 
face (17) of the stationary object and engages a contact face (15) of the stationary object with a 
contact face (21) so that a clamping force is generated, wherem the coupler has an area (103) that 
is radially spread against an inner face (19) and the circumferential face (17). Therefore, in line 
16, the term "outer face" should be replaced with -circumferential face- since the claim appears 



Claim Objections 




Claims 3, 7, and 12 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
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to be claiming that there is some additional surface present in the stationary member besides the 
circumferential face 17. Claims 7 and 12 are objected for being dependent on objected base 
claim 3, 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

4. Claims 3, 7, 12, 17, 18, and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as 
containing subject matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable 
one skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make 
and/or use the invention. The specification fails to teach how the coupler is fastened to the stator 
by being clamped against the circumferential face of the stationary object, since the specification 
teaches that the coupler is fastened to the stator by using screws, riveting, gluing, or welding (see 
claim 3), andiJiow the coupler is fastened to the stationary object so as to seat the stator on the 
coupler such the contact face of the coupler engages the contact face of the stator to create a 
clamping force to fasten the stator to the coupler (claims 17 and 18). Claim 7, 12, and 22 are 
rejected for being dependent upon a rejected base claim. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed pubhcation in this or a foreign country or in pubhc use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of apphcation for patent in the United States. 

6. Claims 17, 20, and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent 5,758,427 to Feichtinger et al [hereinafter Feichtinger]. 

Feichtinger discloses a coupler for mounting a stator of an angle-measuring device on a 
stationary object. The angle-measuring device comprises a rotor having a graduation that is 
connected to a rotating object to rotate around an axis of rotation so that a scanning unit of the 
stator may scan the graduation. The coupler is fastened to the stationary object so as to seat the 
stator in the coupler. The stator has a contact face that extends transversely to the axis and 
engages a contact face (the back surface of the framework formed by 13-16) of the coupler, 
which also extends transversely to the axis, when the stator is moved axially toward the 
stationary object and fitted withm the spring arms (6,7) of the coupler such that a clamping force 
is generated to fasten the stator to the coupler. Screws may be used to further secure the stator to 
the coupler. The coupler and stator are moved axially toward the stationary object wherein the 
coupler is fastened to the stationary object in a manner fixed against relative rotation by 
contacting a contact face of the coupler (8, 9) to a contact face (17) of the stationary object. 

Referring to claim 20, in utilizing the device disclosed by Feichtinger to mount a stator of 
an angle-measuring device on a stationary object, the method steps of claim 20 would inherently 
be followed. 



Allowable Subject Matter 
7. Claims 1, 2, 4-6, 8-1 1, 13-16, 19, and 21 are allowed. 
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8. Claims 3, 7, 12, and 18 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, and the objection set forth in this Office 
action. 

9. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
The prior art of record does not disclose or suggest the following in combination with the 

remaining limitations of the claims: 

An angle-measuring device having a stationarv object with a contact face that extends 
transversely to the axis of rotation for engaging a contact face of a coupler that also extends 
transversely to the axis of rotation (claims 1, 3, and 16), and 

An angle-measuring device having a rotor that is connected with the rotating object by an 
axially extending screw, wherei n the clamping force takes place bv axial displacement of the 
screw (claim 18). 

A method for mounting a stator of an angle-measuring device on a stationary object 
havmg the step of axially moving axially movmg the angle-measuring device toward the 
stationary object so that a co ntact face, which extends transversely to the axis of rotation, of the 
coupler comes into co ntact with a contact face, which also extends transversely to the axis of 
rotation, of the stationary object (claim 19). 
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Response to Arguments 

10. Applicant's arguments filed 10/18/02 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

In response to appUcant's argument that the Feichtinger reference fails to show certain 
features of apphcant's invention, it is noted that the features upon v^hich applicant rehes (i.e., 
claim 20 claiming a contact face that extends transversely to an axis of a rotor as stated on page 
8) are not recited in the rejected claim(s). Although the claims are interpreted in light of the 
specification, Umitations firom the specification are not read into the claims. See In re Van 
Geuns. 988 F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

Applicant's argument that the Feichtinger reference fails to disclose a contact face that 
extends transversely to an axis of a rotor and engages a contact face of a coupler as claimed in 
claim 17 (see page 8) is not persuasive, since it is not clear from the argument what element's 
contact face is being referred to. In this case, Feichtinger discloses a contact face that extends 
transversely to an axis of a rotor and engages a contact face of a coupler as claimed in claim 17, 
wherein the contact surface is the stator's contact face. 

Applicant's argument that the Feichtinger reference fails to disclose axially moving a 
measuring device to cause clamping of a coupler to a stationary object as claimed in claim 20 
(see page 8) is not persuasive, since Feichtinger discloses attaching the coupler to the measuring 
device and moving them axially toward the stationary object to clamp the coupler to the 
stationary object by fitting the spring arms 8 and 9 within the opening 17 of the stationary object 
(see 4, Unes 15-28). 
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11. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 3, 7, 12, 18, and 22 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mirellys Jagan whose telephone number is 703-305-0930. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 8:00-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the exammer by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Diego F Gutierrez can be reached on 703-308-3875. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-308-7725 for regular 
communications and 703-308-7725 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0956. 



Conclusion 



mj 

December 3, 2002 




Diego Gutierrez 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 2800 



